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Ottawa MIA
in AIDS fight
In the worldwide fight against deadly HIV/AIDS, many Canadians are
punching above their weight. Sadly, the Canadian government is not.
While world-ranking advocates and scientists like Stephen Lewis
and Dr. Julio Montaner will be among those attending the international AIDS conference that opens today in Vienna, the Harper
government will have a much lower profile.
Montaner, the clinical director of the B.C. Centre for Excellence in
HIV/AIDS, is an architect of a dramatically promising strategy for
reducing infection through early drug therapy, which cuts the level of
the virus in the bloodstream so that the risk of transmission is
negligible. It’s part of the UN’s new Treatment 2.0 program for
tackling AIDS.
Montaner’s work is praised worldwide. But he can’t get even a nod
from Prime Minister Stephen Harper — who recently made maternal
and child health the focus of the G8 meeting in Canada.
Harper should know that AIDS is one of the main barriers to
maternal health, and a leading cause of death for pregnant women in
African countries. It is also transmitted from mother to child, a deadly
time bomb for new generations. Even babies who are not infected
have a lower survival rate if their mothers die from lack of treatment.
Bernhard Schwartlander, a policy director of the UN’s AIDS program, estimates that “probably one-third of all infections could be
avoided simply by treating all those who should be treated.” His point
couldn’t be clearer: investment in effective antiretroviral treatment
offers the best return on investment for donor countries. Writ large,
that would save the lives of 1 million of the 3 million people who are
newly infected each year worldwide. And it would halt the exponential
growth of infection from many of the 33 million who are now carrying
HIV/AIDS.
Former prime minister Paul Martin gave more than $100 million to
international AIDS initiatives that allowed the World Health Organization to launch some of its most successful programs. That’s an
example of the kind of leadership Canada could be exercising today.
Montaner, Lewis and others have tried to get the message through to
Harper and Bev Oda, minister of international co-operation, that they
should back treatment-as-prevention with funding. But their pleas
have so far fallen on deaf ears. The Conservatives’ reluctance may
stem from misguided ideological concerns over the disease’s links
with drug use and homosexuality, which are not major factors in
Africa.
Canada’s own aboriginal population is also affected by AIDS, an
additional burden on people struggling with poverty and serious
health challenges. Active treatment programs would reduce rates of
transmission in their communities, too.
Harper won plaudits for his pledge of $1.1billion for maternal health
at the recent G8 meeting. And with a looming freeze on foreign aid, it
may be unrealistic to expect new money to flow to AIDS projects
anytime soon. But the government could follow the UN’s lead, and
devote part of the money already pledged to a new strategy to help
mothers and children avoid one of the biggest killers in Africa and the
developing world.

Whither Ontario Place?
If sheer potential were enough to draw visitors, Ontario Place would
rate among the most popular attractions in Canada. But wasted opportunities don’t deliver crowds; they keep them away. Only a major
transformation could make this faded amusement park live up to its
promise. It is heartening that just such a makeover is in the works.
Built in the afterglow of Canada’s centennial year and Montreal’s
wildly successful Expo 67, Ontario Place opened in 1971with the goal of
celebrating the province and boosting tourism. Today, it meets neither
objective.
This was once a conspicuous attraction — constructed in the lake, on
artificial islands, with buildings suspended over the water. It boasted
the world’s first permanent IMAX theatre, with a screen and seating
for 800 people contained in a striking spherical dome.
Now outdated, Ontario Place is known primarily for its water park
and concert venue (the Molson Canadian Amphitheatre). Its dwindling popularity reflects that decline. From an inaugural year high of
2.5 million visitors, annual attendance has fallen to under 1 million —
this despite a prime waterfront location in the heart of Canada’s largest
city.
There is no doubt that this site could be developed into a far more
popular and meaningful attraction. To that end, the provincial Crown
agency has issued a formal “request for ideas” (RFI) on revitalizing
Ontario Place. What is envisaged is a public-private partnership that
would keep the space in public hands but use private money to
redevelop it.
Officials in charge of the facility say they’re giving architects, developers and potential investors a blank slate. “We’re open to just about
anything,” says a spokesperson. That’s good. An unfettered RFI is more
likely to attract innovative thinkers.
One smart proviso calls for Ontario Place to become a year-round
operation rather than just a summer attraction. And while some
proposals may suggest that all the existing pavilions on the 39-hectare
site be torn down, one hopes that a serious effort will be made to save
the iconic Cinesphere and the amphitheatre.
While changes to Ontario Place are being considered, it is unfortunate that its neighbour, city-owned Exhibition Place, will not be
included in the redevelopment plans. There was an effort several years
ago to put the two public properties under one administration with an
eye to redeveloping them jointly. Former Toronto mayor David Crombie was assigned to the file and worked hard to merge Ontario Place
and Exhibition Place. But the idea fell victim to the usual turf wars
between the city and the province.
Nevertheless, it still makes a great deal of sense for city officials to
coordinate any future redevelopment of Exhibition Place with whatever changes materialize at Ontario Place.
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Invasive plants a threat to biodiversity
Re Invasive plants are great in hard-to-grow
places, July 15

As a person who works to raise public awareness of invasive plant species, I was dismayed to read this
story about invasive plants. What
your readers need to be aware of is
that the World Conservation Union
considers invasive alien species to
be a significant threat to biodiversity, second only to habitat loss.
Goutweed and periwinkle are two
of a small number of invasive garden plants that pose a serious
threat to the ecological diversity,

structure and function of natural
areas in settled landscapes. Conservation organizations are working
with the horticulture industry to
address this issue.
The writer’s friend should consider restoring native plant communities that exist in her region with no
inputs or efforts. Native plants form
the foundation of our ecosystems.
They co-evolved with, and are connected to, native animals, fungi and
microbes.
Gardeners across the country are
educating themselves about the

many opportunities and indeed the
responsibility to garden in a more
ecologically thoughtful manner.
Choosing native groundcovers like
Canada anemone, wild geranium
and woodland strawberry instead
of the species noted in your article
is one small but essential step. She
and others who are learning about
native plants should explore the
species composition of natural areas near their homes and cottages.
Colleen Cirillo, Coordinator, Social
Marketing Programs,
Toronto and Region Conservation

Failing to follow the rules

New securities regulator

Re Ford tried ‘end run’ at school,
July 16

Re Back step on securities,
Editorial, July 15

As one of the four football coaches
at Etobicoke Collegiate in 2004, I
read this article with interest. The
two student athletes of the senior
football team were indeed ruled ineligible to play football at Etobicoke
for the reason stated in the article,
namely poor attendance and
grades. The coaching staff emphasized to players that they were student athletes and that attendance
and grades were a component part
of playing sports for any team.
The players transferred to Don
Bosco to play football after they had
been scouted by Rob Ford. Not only
did Ford set a bad example and violate eligibility rules, but he also undermined the credibility of the football program that the coaches at
Etobicoke were running. In my
playbook this is not a “smear piece,”
but just another example of how
Ford does not follow the rules.

In response to your editorial, we
wish to clarify that the Transition
Plan for the Canadian Securities
Regulatory Authority does not suggest a “virtual” headquarters.
The Chief Regulator will be based
in a physical office. The location of
that office, and whether we call it a
head office, executive office, headquarters or something else, will be
determined in future planning for
the national securities regulator.
More important, the discussion
about a head office misses the crucial improvements we are proposing. The Canadian Securities Regulatory Authority will have local offices to meet the needs of investors
and businesses in all parts of Canada. The size and makeup of each
office will be determined by the
needs in the area it serves.
What will change from today is
that one board of directors and one
team of executives will be responsible for regulation of Canada’s capital markets. All offices will be part
of a single, integrated organization
and will apply a single statute, a
single set of regulations and a single
set of standards. The new Canadian
securities regulator will give Canada a greatly improved system that is
integrated, nationally accountable
and responsive to investors and
market participants.

Dr. Robert Smale, Alliston

One thing you forgot to point out,
other than the fact it is nothing
more than a smear campaign, is the
obvious conflict of interest. The
chair of the Toronto District School
Board, Bruce Davis, is also the campaign manager for Rob Ford’s opponent George Smitherman, whose
election platform is sounding more
and more like TDSB Director of
Education Chris Spence’s vision for
the school board.
Andy Frampton, Scarborough

I do not take much notice of the
various alleged episodes centring
on Rob Ford. What concerns me is
that the platform he is running on is
simplistic. We have had slash and
burn strategies in other levels of
government and the repercussions
have been long-lasting and severe.
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Defence Minister Peter MacKay
and Industry Minister Tony
Clement in front of an F-35 Joint
Strike Fighter on Friday. Canada
will buy 65 of the jets for $9 billion.

Overspending on aircraft
Re Military jet contract sparks fight between Liberals, Tories, July 16

I cannot believe that the government is going ahead with such an
expensive aircraft and even further
reducing the number of aircraft to
defend the world’s second largest
airspace. There are several 4th+
generation fighters available that
can do the job of the F-35 at a fraction of the cost. Did Australia not
just buy F/A-18 Super Hornets? Our
NATO allies are buying JAS 39 Gripens and Typhoon fighters. So what
does Canada do? It rushes to lock in
a buy of the new Joint Strike Fighter, which is overbudget, overweight
and underperforming. What a great
deal for Canada.
This country should buy a fighter
or fighters that give us the most
value for the mission, not some
gold-plated stealth bomb truck. I
believe that a true competitive flyoff between all the available aircraft
on the market and a true bidding
competition are the only way to get
real value for our defence dollar.

Re Evasiveness on Khadr,
Editorial July 14

Admit penny’s true value

Shame on Stephen Harper and his
government for thumbing their collective noses at the Supreme Court
of Canada and Federal Court Justice Zinn’s request to rectify the violations to Omar Khadr’s rights.
Harper’s astounding lack of respect
for the Charter of Rights and the
rule of law means that he is presenting an almost unrecognizable
image of Canada to the international community. It’s time for change.

Re Pulling the plug on the penny,
July 16

Ontario Place needs a kick in the
pants. But tearing it all down?
There was much lament when the
Ontario Place Forum was taken. It
was a unique, free with admission
venue for good music. Are we missing out on hindsight now (as in foresight) by tearing down instead of
putting money into a facelift, overhaul and reprogramming? Tearing
it down will likely yield yet another
soulless venue that corporate loves
and children won’t remember.
Cameron McCleery, Toronto

M.R. Michaels, Burlington

Don’t tear Ontario Place down
Re Sweeping overhaul for Ontario Place,
July 16

Lack of respect for Charter

Raymond Floreani, Timmins

There is certainly more going on
behind the scenes about doing away
with the penny than the superficial
argument by our mint that it costs
too much to make. Left purposely
unsaid by our finance minister is
that prices on all goods and services
will, of course, be raised upward to
the nearest nickel with the immediate result of an ongoing, permanent
increase in HST and income tax
revenues on everything sold in this
country. A little on everything will
add up to a fair penny in this surreptitious taxation scheme. Were Jim
Flaherty to admit our fair penny’s
true value, he would at the same
time willingly offer a decrease in the
HST to offset additional taxes we
will pay on the removal of that coin.

Bill Mavin, Toronto

Douglas Hyndman, Chair and C.E.O.,
Canadian Securities Transition Office

Louise Savard Henderson, Markham
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